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In our struggle for survival we seek the friendship of
all people, the big power and the small... We now
appeal to the nations of the world for recognition and
assistance both material and moral in our struggle
for nationhood. Everyday this is delayed a thousand
lives are lost and more of Bangladesh’s vital assets
are destroyed. In the name of humanity act now and
earn our undying friendship.
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(While the central Government, which is dominated by
West Pakistan continues to announce that the situations
calm in the East and conditions are returning normal, a
far different picture emerges on the scene.)
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A FLICKERING CAUSE

East Pakistanis Pledge To Fight To the Death

But Mostly They Don’t

They Lack Arms, Leadership To Prolong Their Revolt:

No Aid by Other Nations

Too Many Patrick Henrys ?
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Jel Y, ‘Only yards from the Indian border, Bangladesh
held a ceremony in a mango grove at a village called
Mujibnagar last saturday. The provisional government
of Bangladesh was officially presented to the press, a
proclamation of Independence, was read, and speakers
made patriotic addresses.’
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the glory fades quickly for Bangladesh. The day after
ceremony, the village is deserted except for a few dozen
residents. The reviewing stand still sits under a spreading
mango tree, but only several ducks and goose strut
around it.”
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‘The expectations of Bangladesh may have been naive,
but even far more practical minded men would have been
disappointed at the world response.’
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memory of glory lives on, however, Back on the Indian
side of the border, a Bangladesh official is still dreaming
about the previous day. ‘It was a wonderful day, * he
declares.” I® & WA €I 9 T SwAfSHET 13
Tex Il @I, A fine ceremony.
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absence of their political leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
who is thought to be in prison in West Pakistan, the rebels
announced the formation of a Bangladesh provisional
Government last week, who is at large in East Pakistan
prudently chose the town of Meherpur, which lies a mere
four miles from the Indian border.’
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of the Government to maintain its hold on East Bengal,
the sheer human arithmetic of the situation seemed to
indicate that the Bengalis would ultimately win freedom
or atleast some form of regional autonomy.’
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/" DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
BY

THE FATHER OF THE NATION, BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJTBUR RAHMAN
SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT OF 25" MARCH, i.e. EARLY HOURS OF 26"
MARCH, 1971

“This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. [ call upon the
people of Bangladesh wherever vou might be and with whatever you have, to resist the army
of occupation to the last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupa-
tion army is expelled from the soil of Bangladesh and final victory is achicved.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
26 March, 1971

SBource: THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH [Printed with latest
amendment, Aprl, 2016), Sixth Schedule [Article1S0(2)], Page-177
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